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Atlanta - A 

Bonding 

Experience 

By The Quinn 

The eighth grade trip was quite 
fun and relaxing. For a whole 3 days, 
we had a ton of fun. In Atlanta, we 
visited the Varsity, the Coca-Cola 
Museum, the Martin Luther King 
Museum, the CNN Center, Under¬ 
ground Atlanta, a Braves game. Six 
Flags over Georgia, the famous 
Houston’s, the Lenox Mall. Of 
course, the highlight of the trip for 
those of us who were fortunate to go 
was Hooters (because of their food). 
The hotel rooms were also quite nice, 
especially because of the CNN sta¬ 
tion, a 
very 
educa¬ 
tional 
station. 

Af¬ 
ter the 
long 
bus 
ride, 
the trip 
started 
with a 
visit to 
the 
Varsity, 
where 

we all got an excellent lunch and 
some of us got a Varsity hat. Since 
some of my fellow students and I had 
to kill Lovett in lacrosse (the final 
score was about 12-2), I missed the 
Martin Luther King Museum and the 


CNN Center. I did get to go to the 
Coca-Cola Museum, and I would like 
to tell all 7th graders that when you 
go there next year, you have to try 


the Beverly. It is one of my all-time 
favorite drinks. The Braves game 
was a blast, and nearly everyone got 
one of those long cups. By 
the end of the game, Darden 
had convinced the fans sit¬ 
ting next to us that we were 
all debators and that we had 
just debated that day. Jack 
was in the process of con¬ 
vincing a girl he was 18, but 
Mr. Spiegl ruined that plan. 
The next day we visited Six 
Flags, the most amazing 
theme park I have ever seen. 
Some of my favorite rides 
were the Scorcher, the Mind 
Bender, and the Ninja. The 
overall best ride was un¬ 
doubtedly the Monster 
Plantation, where nearly everyone 
got in trouble. One would find that 
if he threw ice or spit at the charac¬ 
ters, a voice would come on saying, 
“Please stop throwing ice or security 
will be called.” Ray actually got out 


of the boat and walked around on the 
props. Some got to go on The 
Batman, but those people were only 
the ones who wanted to wait in line 
for 11/2 hours to go on a three 
minute ride. Supposedly, 
Goldberg was at Six Flags, 
though I didn’t see him. Our 
first holdup of the trip came 
when Clayton and Jack Lewis 
did not come to the buses at the 
end of the day for about an hour. 
They claimed they were “stuck” 
on a ride. Isn’t it ironic that they 
were going around with two girls 
the whole day? We came back 
tired from the long day, and we 
received a nourishing meal from 
Houston’s. On the last day, we 
made a 2-hour stop at the Lenox 
mall where we were just about 
the only ones there for the first 
hour. There was an FAO Shwartz and 
an All Wound Up there, and many of 
us had light saber and gun wars. Af¬ 
terwards, we took the long trip home, 
sadly missing only one 
day of school. 

Other highlights of the trip were 
BDT (Bus Driver Terry - “Sit 
Down!”), “The bus is not at a com¬ 
plete stop, it’s just not moving.”- 
Wade Williams, Ian’s goo on the way 
back, and Mr. Brown’s dancing. The 
only complaints that I have from the 
trip, that I know other students share 
as well, is that maybe students should 
have had a choice between going to 
the MLK Museum and the CNN Cen¬ 
ter or going to support the eighth 
grade lacrosse team in their final real 
game of the season. Also, the eighth 
grade trip is to Atlanta every year. 
Maybe switching cities every year 
would be a more enjoyable experi¬ 
ence. Overall, however, the trip was 
a great success and a lot 
of fun for the 




Peter never quite got over the 
stuffed animal stage 
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MOVIES 


Austin Powers: The Spy 
Who Shagged Me 


By Wilson Garrett 

Mike Myers ( Wayne’s 
World and SNL) returns as Austin 
Powers and Dr. Evil in Austin Pow¬ 
ers: The Spy Who Shagged Me, the 
sequel to the 
1996 hit Aus¬ 
tin Powers. 

Myers also 
plays a clone 
of Scott Evil 
called Fat B(a 
word not 
printable)d, 
who is con- 
s t a n t 1 y 
bleeped out 
throughout the 
entire movie. 

The movie 
picks up right 
after the original movie, with Aus¬ 
tin and Vanessa Kensington (Eliza¬ 
beth Hurley) on 
their honeymoon. 

Vanessa is quickly 
eliminated, but I 
will not spoil how 
(hint: she has ma¬ 
chine guns in her 
jubilees). Return¬ 
ing to his role as #2 
is Robert Wagner, 
who did not die in 
the original movie. 

Heather Graham 
(Boogie Nights ), 
plays sexy CIA 
agent Felicity 
Shagwell. Michael 
York returns as Ba¬ 


sil Exposition, and Seth Green re¬ 
turns as 
Scott 
Evil. 

Rob 
Lowe 
playes a 
young 
#2, and 
Verne 
Troyer 
plays a 
clone of 
Dr. Evil 
named 
M i n i - 
M e . 

Other 
stars in the movie include Kristen 
Johnston ( 3rd Rock from the Sun) 
as Ivana Humpalot, Will Ferrel 
(SNL) returns as Mustafa, Cindy 
Margolis, and Clint Howard. Also, 
Jerry Springer ap¬ 
pears in the movie 
as himself, and 
hosts a talk show 
with Scott Evil and 
his father. Dr. Evil, 
called “My Father 
is Evil and Wants 
to Take Over the 
World.” 
This movie looks 
entertaining, 
funny, and very 
shagadelic, and 1 
strongly recom¬ 
mend you go see it 
the day it comes 
out. “Yeah baby.” 


The 

Mummy 

By Vivek Surti 

The Mummy was a pretty 
good movie. Strarring Brendan 
Frasier as archeologist Rick 
O’Connell and Rachel Weisz as 
Evie, a librarian. The Mummy has 
comedy, romance, and action. The 
movie is set in the 1920’s, and 
O’Connell is searching the ancient 
city of Hamnuaptra, or the “City of 
the Dead” as it was called in ancient 
Egypt. The city is supposed to have 
a 3000 year old curse on it and 
when O’Connell tries to reveal 
treasures, he crosses paths with 
ancestors of the pharaohs’ body¬ 
guards who are protecting Egypt 
from the curse. O’Connel and Evie 
meet when Evie and her brother 
Jonathon save O’Connell from be¬ 
ing hanged. When the gang goes 
out to find the ancient treasures of 
Hamnuaptra, especially a book 
made of gold, they meet American 
archeologists who are lead by 
O’Connell’s former companion, 
Benny. While the gang of three is 
searching the city, they come upon 
the tomb of one of the high priests 
of the ancient pharaohs. His name 
was Imhotep and when his tomb 
was opened, he brought with him 
the plagues of Egypt. When 
Imhotep is released, certain doom 
is spelled for the citizens of Egypt. 
Of course, you’ll have to see the 
movie to fill in the blanks. 

The special effects were 
probably the biggest pro for the 
movie along with the enticing scen¬ 
ery and a good fictional depiction 
of Egyptian architecture and his¬ 
tory. On the other hand there were 
lame jokes, a bad love story, and 
the movie was not as scary as I 
thought it could have been. All in 
all, it was an ok flick. I enjoyed it, 
but it could’ve been better. 
Rating (out of ten): 8 





“ He’s an exact clone of 
you.... 1/4 the size ” 

‘7 will name him Mini- 
Me ” 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


The J Files: 
The Exodus 


By Jay Howell 

The story you are about to 
read (if you chose to do so) could 
be true, but then again, maybe it 
isn’t. It all depends on whether you 
want to believe it is true or not. The 
characters in this case represent 
real 
MBA 


the school was notified of a sudden 
exodus of many teachers. I was in 
the middle of a very 
important case 
(Author’s Note: He 
wasn’t) that I was 
forced to quit so I 
could take on this in- 
vestigation. 

The first sus¬ 
pect I investigated 
was, let’s say, Mr. 

Vet. His claim was 
leaving to enter vet¬ 
erinarian school. He 



leaving to take the head job at 
Ensworth. This is true. In a case 
explained earlier, he 
is moving to spread 
his alien language to 
yet another school. 
He is bound to dis¬ 
solve society by 
first dissolving our- 
Mr. C. burst 
through the door. “I 
have had just about 
enough of your 



“innocent” or to fool those people 
who are incredbly stupid. 

Case #42972-34 

Author’s note: due to the 
fact that the school year is practi¬ 
cally over, the writer, being me, is 
trying to make fun of as many 
teachers as possible due to the other 
fact that the writer will not be able 
to write on the Top of the Hill staff 
next year. The writer hopes, ahem, 
t h a 



evil manner.) 

I was called back to the 
scandal-prone MBA campus after 


is really being transferred by the 
Bow Tie Alliance to another sec¬ 
tion. Since he has recruited another 
agent in a J. Callen, the BTA is re¬ 
assigning him to a new hostile un- 
bowtied area. 

The next suspect was a cer¬ 
tain Mr. Flower. He is leaving to 
go to Boston. That much is (flower 
tie) true. His inten¬ 
tions are not, how¬ 
ever, to find a new 
(flower tie) job. I 
think his 3rd and 8th 
period classes made 
fun of his tie (flower 
tie) a bit too much. 

He simply could not 
take it anymore. He 
is retreating (flower 
tie) to his girlfriend, 

Helga, the 

volumptuous old 
lady on the Earth 
Science (flower tie) lab calendar. 

The third suspect, under 
the alias Martha 
Thurmond, has been on a 
7-year mission from God 
to transform hordes of 
seventh and eighth grade 
hooligans into upstand¬ 
ing gentlemen, scholars, 
and athletes. Good 
things can’t last forever, 
and it is now time for 
Mrs. Thurmond to move 
on to other realms. The 
seventh grade demerit 
list has never been 
shorter. Farewell, Mrs. Thurmond. 
Mission accomplished! 

Finally, a Mr. Brooks C. is 


r. Higgins hides his flower tie\ making fun of my 
handwriting. It’s 


about time you see me launch, at 
you! But for your convenience, I 
have built in a 10 second cushion 
for you to say your final prayers 
before I sick my chalk monsters 
on you.” 

Mr. Green popped in. 
“That’s right, men, we’re killing 
you, men.” Following this state¬ 
ment, 



Mr. Fuzz also stopped by. “Actu¬ 
ally, that’s a very good series of 
brutalities. He deserves it for mak¬ 
ing fun of my cup.” 

Total carnage followed as 
I was brutally, yet strangely, hilari¬ 
ously mutilated. And that was the 
end of the J Files. (Author’s Note: 
The J Files are dead! Yes!) 

“Wait, I’m not done,” Mr. 
C. interrupted, “if any dumb 7th 
grader thinks of carrying of this 
dumb tradition, I will return again 
to brutalize you as well. Hey, I 
could be interpreted as a Christ- 
like figure. Two comings. Get it? 
I’ve still got it!” 

And then the fire 

alarm went off. 
































r 
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SPORTS 



The Ball is All 


Strokin' 



By The Quinn 

When people think of spring 
sports at MBA, the first sports that 
come to 
mind are 
usually 
baseball 
or track, 
maybe 
even soc- 
c e r 
These 
sports are 
fine for 
the aver¬ 
age Joe, 
but for 
the real 
man, 
there is only one sport: lacrosse. 
And the 8th grade lacrosse team 
dominated the game of lacrosse. 
With a record of 9-1, the team went 
from state to state across the South- 
east, 
crushing 
every op- 
p o n e n t 
except 
for 
McCallie. 

Starting 
in mid- 
March, 
the team 
improved 
from 
their first 
w i n 
against 
Birming¬ 
ham until their final real win 
against Lovett on the Atlanta trip. 
The final game of the season was 
against the seventh grade, a gru¬ 


eling, gut wrenching victory over 
strong competitors. Stars of the 
team included Jack Bryant, Paul 
Nealy, and Wade Williams at 
middie, Richard Lodge in goal, the 
whole starting attack 
(Adams, Boyd, 

Fleming), and the 
whole starting de¬ 
fense (Lewis, 

Lutrell, Graham). 

Coach Cooper and 
Coach King were 
great coaches and 
teachers of the game, 
and their volunteer 
coaching is much ap¬ 
preciated. Some 
highlights of the sea¬ 
son were Wade 
William’s unique 
style of defense 
(swinging his stick 
around with one 




hand in order to scare the oppo¬ 
nent), the two 
wins in Cincin¬ 
nati even with 
freezing tem¬ 
perature and 
rain, the starting 
attack playing 
defense and the 
starting defense 
playing attack 
against the 7th 
graders, and 
Bennett 
Graham’s amaz¬ 
ing 2 minutes as 
a fill-in goalie. 

The season was a glorious one for 
all team members, and let me just 
say that the JV lacrosse team next 
year is going to be unbeatable. 



By William Bartholomew 

Before I tell you about the 
microbe tennis team’s stellar season 
I would like to thank all of my fel¬ 
low students for show¬ 
ing so much support by 
cheering us on this 
year. Did you even 
know there was a ten¬ 
nis team? Ok back to 
the season. Your MBA 
team won the 1999 
HVAC tournament ty¬ 
ing with the mighty 
tennis powerhouse 
Woodland. All of our 
team got to the finals of 
the tournament and two 
team members, Ted 
Tywang at number one 
singles and Greg 
Scruggs and Spence 
Patton at number two 
doubles, captured 1st 
place. We finished the regular sea¬ 
son in 2nd place beating everyone 
except Woodland. As good as we 
were, we got slaughtered by MUS 
in practice matches at Memphis and 
in Nashville. Another good part of 
the season was when we beat 
McCallie and Teddy Tywang acci¬ 
dentally hit a McCallie player in the 
you know where and made him cry 
for 15 minutes (and you think ten¬ 
nis isn’t rough!). Besides Ted 
Tywang, Greg Scruggs, and Spence 
Patton, members of our teams were: 
Matthew Naftalon at #2 singles, 
Robert Stewart at #3 singles, and 
William Bartholomew and Tim 
Vaughn at #1 doubles. Other mem¬ 
bers of our team were: Bailey Fish, 
Scott Hagan, Sam McDonald, Park 
Meadors, and Arthur Kim. 
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SPORTS 


Track: Third in the HVAC 





e m y. 

In the 
field 
events. 

Matt 
Conrad 
fin¬ 
ished 
3 r d 
and 
Michael 
Kwas 

finished 4th in the pole vault, Michael 
Koban finished 3rd in the long jump, 
and Blake Goodman finished 6th in 
the discus and 5th in the shot put. 
Other field event partcipants in¬ 
cluded: Juan Gonzalez, Fletcher 
Caldwell, Will Cade, Bill Cameron, 
Darden Orand, and Craig Boliek. 
In the 110 hurdles, Anderson Green 
won first place and Clayton Trammell 
fin¬ 


ished 
sec¬ 
ond 
place. 
Brian 
Christie 
also 
quali- 
f i e d 
for 
the fi- 
n a 1 s 
in the 
hundles. 
The 


4x100 relay team (David Harper, 
Darden Orand, Blake Goodman, and 


David Scoville, and Robert 
Stewart. Nathan Mulherin 
won first place. Matt 
Conrad 2nd place, and Ben 
Newman 5th place. The 
most exciting race for 
MBA came at the very end 
of the meet with the 4 x 400 
relay (Will Cade, Blake 
Goodman, Matt Serck and 
Clayton Trammell) finish¬ 
ing first over BMS and BA. 

Thanks to Coaches 
Gaither, Christeson, and 
Seiters for their work this 
year, and thanks to all of 
the 7th and 8th graders who 
came out for track. The 
2000 microbe track team 
looks promising with Cole 
Bourland, Corey Burton, 
Edwin Conley, Tony 


In the 800 meter run, 
Brian Christie finished 
8th. Other qualifiers in the 
800 were Corey Burton and 
Ryan Nevin. The 4 x 200 
relay (David Harper, 
Michael Koban, Clayton 
Trammell, and Anderson 
Green) finished third. 
One of the meet’s high¬ 
lights was the 1600 meter 
run, where MBA had 6 
qualifiers: Nathan 

Mulherin, Matt Conrad, 
Ben 
Newman, 


Shortly afterwards, Will stole all the high jump 
equipment 


Anderson 
Green) won 
third place. In 
the 400 meter 
run, Clayton 
Trammell won 
third place. 
Also qualify¬ 
ing for the 
400 meter fi¬ 
nals were 
Michael 
Koban and 
Will Cade. 
The 4 x 800 
relay team 
(Nathan 
Mulherin, 
Matt Conrad, 
Robert 
Stewart, and 
Matt Serck) 

finich#»H thirrl 


What is Brian thinking about? 

A. Virginia 

B. Rage and Korn 

C. New jokes about Conrad 


By Matt Conrad 


Corey Burton 


Camarata, 
David 
Harper, 
Michael 
Koban, 
Ryan 
Nevin, 
John 
Parker, 
Will 
Dixon, 
Alex 
Shofner 
and others 
returning. 


Though plagued by injuries 
through much of the season, the Mi¬ 
crobe Track team finished third in the 
HVAC 
be¬ 
hind 
Hakvcni 
Middle 
School 
and 

tkrfcNaii 
Acad- 
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SPORTS 


Baseball: Playin’ Like a Team 






By Richard Howell 

The 1999 Microbe Baseball 
team had a great season. We played as 
a team and we won as a team. The 
team, composed of 7th graders with 
great poten¬ 
tial and 8th 
grade veter¬ 
ans was al¬ 
most un¬ 
beatable. 

With great 
coaching 
from Mr. 

Higgins and 
M r 
Moxley, the 
MBA team 
couldn’t 
have been 
any better. 

Starting out 
with the in- 
experi- 
enced CPA 
Tigers, the 
Big Red was on a train to stardom. 
With great hitting by Robert “The 
Duck” 

Foster 
and 
great 
pitching 
from 
the 
whole 
staff, 
we beat 
the Ti¬ 
gers 12- 
2. The 
Pitch- 
i n g 
Staff, 
which 
i n - 
eluded 
Hunter 
“Is that 
your 
mom 


Stttttrrrriiiikeeee 


McDaniel's perfect form 


whistling?” Hawkins, Chase “Brother 


of a Psycho” Jones, Scott “The Co- 
Leader of the Capassah” Pettus, 
Michael McDaniel, and Richard “The 
Co-Leader of the 
Capassah” Howell 
held up under 65 runs 
in a 9 game sea¬ 
son. Next we 
faced BGA. We 
were now intro¬ 
duced with the 
term “ripped 
off.” It was ab¬ 
solutely outra¬ 
geous. The 
coach of a 
younger team 
came to the 
park, while we 
were playing 
our game, and 
told us that 
we’d have to 
stop, since she 
had the authori¬ 
zation to use the 
field. We had no 
other 
option but 
to stop after 
the 4th 
inning, 
letting 
BGA 
slide in a 
victory 
3-2. Af¬ 
ter that 
w e 

drove 
out to 
Trinity 
Park to 
face 
Page 
Middle. 

W e 

started 
out 
slow, 
but we 

came on strong to win 12-9. We next 
played Brentwood Middle. This 
game was slow and painful for BMS. 


We trampled them 17-7. Then we 
faced CPA again and we again creamed 
them 14-4. We now were faced with a 
challenge. Freedom 
Middle. They came 
out ready to play and 
we didn’t. We fought 
back, but lost 8-7 in the 
final inning. Days 
later, we hosted the 
game versus our arch 
rival, Ensworth. We 
came out wanting to 
achieve revenge from 
last year and we wiped 
them out 13-1. Great 
pitching by Scott 
Pettus and hitting by 
Michael “McFish” 
“The Cuban”, Fisher 
made this game just 
perfect. The next day 
we edged Grassland 
with a home run by 
Wesley “Langless” 
Langlois 12-10. Then 


we got beat by Woodland, no questions 
asked. For the final game of the 
season, we traveled all of 100 
yards to again face our arch ri¬ 
val, Ensworth. I think I speak 
for everyone when I say I 
thought it would be a “cake¬ 
walk” but suprisingly, Ensworth 
came out to play. But with 
clutch hits by Justin Games and 
Chandler “Tigger” Tygard, and 
not to mention Whitney “Who’s 
on First?” Mills’ two hardfought 
strikeouts, we managed to beat 
the Tigers 3-2. 

Tom “Panti” Santi was a great 
catcher. Catching every game 
for every inning is difficult, but 
Santi came through every time. 
John Eason also had a great sea¬ 
son in the outfield. And who 
could forget Dan Gift. A superb 
manager as well as a funny guy 
is just what the team needed. 
Through my eyes, the team had 
a great season. Going 7-2 (with one 
game that doesn’t count) was a very 
good record compared to last years’s. 
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MOVIES 


What is The Matrix? 


By Ben Newman 

The Matrix brings to the screen 
something more than the stereotypes sug¬ 
gests. The Matrix is an action movie with a 
considerable plot that has very few loose 
ends. Also, The Matrix blends a wide range 
of different elements of movie-making with 
much skill. There is no real set genre, and 
the movie does not work itself into any cor¬ 
ners. The Ma-^ 
trix never gets 
boring — not 
because of re¬ 
lentless acting, 
but because it 
remains inter¬ 
esting and 
original to the 
movie’s end. 

The 
Tennessean 
writer who re¬ 
viewed this 
movie didn’t 
understand that 
it is a story, a 
very sound, in¬ 
teresting story, 
and thought 
that it was sup¬ 
posed to be a statement of philosophical 
truth. Though it has powerful elements of 
philosophy, they, too, are part of the story, 
and not the message, if there is one. The 
plot is understandable as well, though that 
reviewer seemed to think otherwise. Mis¬ 
sion Impossible is much more difficult to 
follow, though both movies are equally as 
well-made and complex. 

More than anything else. The 
Matrix is an art movie, though it lacks one 
thing that usually distinguishes independent 
art films. It is not filled with loose ends, and 
it tells a story that is not dependent on unre¬ 
solved or random events for its meaning. 
For this reason, it is hailed as a departure 
from the generic nature of mainstream films, 
while, at the same time, it has made a con¬ 
siderable amount of money. 

If you keep in mind that it was 
intended to be a live-action anime (Japa¬ 
nese) comic book, the purpose of the film 
remains in perspective. The special effects, 
so that you know, are every bit as spectacu¬ 
lar as the reviews have made them out to 



be. The martial arts are so well-done that 
one director of a number of Jackie Chan’s 
movies was quoted as having regretted the 
fact that The Matrix had accomplished what 
he had tried to achieve for many years, 
blending Western special effects with Japa¬ 
nese martial arts. Also, the change in set¬ 
tings is quite spectacular, with a sort of 
cyber-ish counterculture beginning that 
fades back into a corporate office building 
setting, only to be interrupted by a call to 
adventure from a resistance group from 
outside The Matrix , which is the world in 
which all of us live. The photography is 
not lacking either, and these settings are all 
filmed in great detail and with great skill. 
Almost every frame of the movie can stand 
alone as a photograph worthy of framing. 
No movie is ever perfect because of all of 
the elements and all of the variables, espe¬ 
cially when it comes to acting, but this 
movie is as near perfec¬ 
tion as any I have seen in 
the last few months. 

You are prob¬ 
ably aware that the rating 
of The Matrix is'R.' The 
rating is appropriate, 
though there is no real gra¬ 
tuitous violence, as what 
violence there is makes 
sense as a clear part of the 
plot As much as being 
an indicator of content as 
far as violence or other 
questionable material is 
concerned, the rating is an 
indicator of the audience 
for which it is intended 
Do not expect, if you go 
to see it, that you will be 
able to sit back and be pre¬ 
sented with each plot 
point in painstaking clarity. If you are to 
take something back with you after watch¬ 
ing it, as many have, you must be able to 
engage your mind and try to take in all of 
the plot This isn’t too hard to do, as the 
movie is quite sound, and it may take more 
than one time seeing it, but this movie is 
worth every bit of the effort The night Star 
Wars opened, I seriously considered going 
to see The Matrix instead of Star Wars 
Episode I: The Phantom Menace. 



Star Wars : 
The 

Awaited 

Prequel 

By Brian Elliott 

Wednesday May 19 was an 
important date for Star Wars fans ev¬ 
erywhere. Episode I: The Phantom 
Menace, the first installment of the Star 
Wars series opened at 12:01 in the 
morning. People cheered when the 20th 
Century Fox logo appeared. They 
cheered louder when the Lucasfilm logo 
appeared. They cheered even louder 
when “A long time ago 
in a galaxy far, far away. 

. . .” appeared. They 
cheered even louder 
when Star Wars ap¬ 
peared. Some old faces 
included Jabba the Hutt, 
R2-D2, C-3P0 (in an in¬ 
complete form), and 
Yoda. Returning charac¬ 
ters in new faces include 
Obi-Wan Kenobi, 
Anakin Sky walker (a.k.a. 
Darth Vader), and Sena¬ 
tor Palpatine (a.k.a. the 
Emperor). Anakin is be¬ 
lieved to be the one who 
will bring balance to the 
Force. His Jedi traits are 
shown through an amaz¬ 
ing pod racing scene 
(very similar to Ben- 
Hur), his ability to fix things, and a 
dream he has. Replacing Chewbacca as 
the creature sidekick is Jar Jar Binks, a 
fish-man who is very clumsy. Jar Jar is 
a completely computer-generated char¬ 
acter, a first in the movie industry. 
Though most people find him annoy¬ 
ing, some people appreciate his “act¬ 
ing.” Filling in the role of the bad guys 

Continued on page 8 
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OTHER 


Star Wars 

(Cont.) 

are Darth Maul and Darth Sidious. 
Little is known about these charac¬ 
ters, but their intentions are clear: 
to wipe out the Jedi. One of the 
coolest new things in the new 
movie is Darth Maul’s double¬ 
sided lightsaber which he uses to 
fight two Jedi at once. However, if 
you thought Princess Leia’s cinna¬ 
mon bun hairsyle was bad, wait 
until you see Queen Amidala’s out¬ 
fits. The special effects in this 
movie were amazing. Laser blasts 
flying everywhere, a whole army of 
computer generated droids, an en¬ 
tire race of computer-generated 
Gungans, a racing scene Jeff Gor¬ 
don would be proud of and a planet 


Remember 

This? 

-Lacrosse: “Two lines” and “Who 
wants it?”--Brain-sucking Sabre 
tooth tigers in Mr. Higgins earth 
science class—Charlie Pate’s quest 
for 63 coke 
spills—”Sko”— 

Oompie 
Scrugby--“If 
you dye hydro¬ 
gen blue and 
oxygen yellow, 
would you 
have green wa- 
ter?”-Dan Gift- 
- Josh 
M a y h e w ’ s 
“The Lost 
Earth Science 
Book”—Ray’s 
Baggio shirt— 

Rob and Raife 
in Higgins 8th period class—“If a 
bird flies too high, will it get 
sucked out into space?”- Dillon 
Richey —“Are the MBA swimmers 


made up of one large city with ve¬ 
hicles flying everywhere are just a 
few examples. 

Merchandising for the new 
Star Wars movie is at an ultimate 
height. Campaigns with Taco Bell, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, and Pizza 
Hut are raking in the dough. New 
action figures, lightsaber toys, card 
games, puzzles, inflatable chairs, 
soap dishes, toothbrush holders, 
shirts, hats, and a must-have: Yoda 
puppets are everywhere just eating 
away at wallets. 

After seeing it three times, 
I can already say quotes, know the 
names of the podracers and droids, 
and recognize that Qui-Gon Jinn’s 
communicator is made out of a 
Gillette Woman’s shaving razor 
with the ripply rubber grips. I think 
that everyone should see this movie 
even if they aren’t Star Wars fans. 
As Yoda says: “Try not. Do or do 
not. There is no try.” 


as fast as small speed boats?”- 
Dillon Richey--“Mr. Wims, you 
didn’t really get that compass at 
Red Lobster?”--“Hack, cough, 
cough. Hack! Oh gosh, there’s my 
lung on the floor.” - Woolsey—“I 
had a shirt like that one day, but I 
burned it.” - Mr. Lundstrom to John 
Parker—Zippety Zellem--“Lion 
King” serenades from Gregory 
“Truck” McCord (GMC)—Richard 
R h a m e ’ s 
pick-me-up— 
“Kuperschmidt, 
get out of 
that cubby 
hole!”- Mr. 
Russell-- 
“Tenochtitlan”- 
-“Is aspara¬ 
gus an ele- 
ment?”-- 
Forrest 
Rich’s giv¬ 
ing birth to 
t h e 
Minotaur — 
T y w a n g ’ s 
table tennis-calculator games— 
Weenie bowl promotion-a taped de¬ 
bater-wishing to see the Fishing 
Club video—Mr. Corzine’s quiz 


bluffs—The Koban method/pulling 
a Koban-wrong formula; right an¬ 
swer—Parker bellows, Parker rides, 
and Parker shirts—“Yeahdude”— 
Mr. Wim’s Nutrigrain bars—Edwin 
Conley’s stunning portrayal of 
Medea—“Where’s Francis?” — 
Taylor’s “crazy as a June bug” and 
other homespun colloquialisms— 
Mr. Russell’s airplane analogies 
“Boys, you’re going to crash. 
We’ve got a mission in enemy ter¬ 
ritory. Have you got your survival 
kit?”--“Tempus est exire”-the limit 
of Wade’s Latin knowledge—manu¬ 
ally oscillating the fans in Mr. 
Russ’s class—Craig’s “oral 
diarreah”—Senior prank-”Toga! 
Toga! Heyyyyyy!” — Will 

Caldwell’s “rockin” in assembly- 
explosions and jackhammer inter- 



Charlie's group therapy session 


ruptions --Futurama and Family 
Guy— quoting The Simpsons —Star 
Wars: The Phantom Menace-- 
Owen Hart’s death —Mrs. 
Thurmond’s last year at MBA 


1999 Presidential Physical 
Fitness Award Winners 
Hashim Beaird 
Janies Dade 
Alex Shofner 
Chandler Tygard 
Trevor Yarbrough 
Cole Bourland 
Tom Santi 
Taylor Tate 
Ryan Nevin 
Matt Francis 
Michael Koban 
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PICTURES 


7th Grade Greek Mythology Plays 



Jason 


Daniel, Sam, Michael, and Branch star in their 
rendition of Perseus 


Jason starring John, Bailey, Will, Edwin, 
John, and Mrs. Bourland’s thumb 


Hercules 


Theseus 


Oddyseus 


% 


a a § 



L- . _ 


| Carter, Alex, Hashim, Charles, and Steve 
in 7th period ‘s Perseus 


A great costume 
















































SPRING SHOTS 


Top of the Hill 


June 1999 


pg. 10 


Editor 

Production Manager 
Assistant Production 
Photographer 
Sports Editor 
Features Editor 
Entertainment Editor 
Faculty Advisor 


Andrew Quinn 
Vamsi Gaddipati 
Peter Power 
Alec Berryman 
Richard Howell 
Hamilton Berry 
Brian Christie 
Mrs. Bourland 













